ince 9/11, we have seen a rash of ardi-
cles by pundits who seck to identify
moderates within the American
Musllm communiry. After spending a lot of

energy and efforts to find the elusive
Muslim moderate, the pundits settle for less
than perfect Muslim moderates by strerch-
ing the definition of "moderate”,
"Muslim”, or hoth. Jen Shroder rells her
readers that her hatred of Islam and con-
tempt of the Qur'an does not prevent her
from loving all Muslims. "T have liked every
Muslim T have ever met.” In an article
- appropriately entiled The Plight of
Moderate Muslims, a People without a

Religion, published in Alan Keyes's Renew -

America, she caurions against treating mod-
erate Muslims harshly. "As America slowly
admits the enemy is true Islam," Shroder
seresses, 'every effort must be made to
embrace the moderate Muslim, not perse-
cute them." Shroder goes on to explain why
it is okay to be kind ro moderate Muslims:
"“The answer is not to blind our eyes and try
to convince ourselves
Muslims represent true Islam. They don’t.
Islam is defined by irs holy books, and the
holy books proclaim death to all who
oppose it [sic], even moderate Muslims."

that moderate

The cynicism of the extreme Religious
Right aside, the need ro disdinguish moder-
are from extremist Muslims is genuine. The

DrLouny Saff i evecutive direcior of the Lendership
Develgpment Centter ar the ilumic Society uf North
America (ISNA).
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terrorist artacks on the American homeland
have demonstrated the ruthlessness of the
terrarists and their willingness to inflict
harms on noncombatant civilians, and the
terrorists who underrook these actaclks were
apparently religiously motivated Muslims.
Americans of all religious and 1deolog1cal
backgrounds have a genuine interest in
ensuring thac religious fanaties do not
threaten the safery and security of the pub-

lic.

9/11 was particularly hard on the American
Muslim commuaity. In addition ro suffer-
ing a high number of casualdes, 9/11
arcacks brought additional pain to the
Muslim community, as Muslims had to
deal with suspicious public and added
scruriny by law enforcement agencies. The

Muslim community has had more than its

fair share of the pain inflicted on Americans
as 358 Muslims perished in the attacks on
the twin towers and the Penrtagon.
American Muslim organizations were the
Frst o issue condemnatons of the atcacks
and their perpetrators. Despite several
dozen statements by Muslim organizations
and leaders denouncing terrorism, the
Religious Right pundits continue to com-
plain thar Muslim leaders have not
denounced terrorism, and continue
demand more condemnations.

The search for moderare Muslims has
become a priority of highest importance in
post 9/11. American teaders recognized the
need to distinguish berween Muslim

extremists who are willing to employ terror
to achieve political ends, and moderate
Muslims who abhor inrtolerance and indis-
criminate targeting of civilians, and who
share with their fellow Americans deep con-
cern for the wellbeing of their country.
George W. Bush's emphasis on the peaceful
nature of Islam during a visit to the
Washington Islumic Center, shortly after
the 9/11 astacks, and his clear distinction
berween the peace-loving and law-abiding
American Muslims on the one hand, and
political exrremism and religious fanaricism
on the other, was impartant for reassuring
the public and calming public fear immedi-
ately after the atracks.

The search Ffor moderate Muslims has

satrracted a number of ultra-conservarive

groups, who have, for decades, displayed
apprehension and anxiety about the grow-
ing presence of Islam in America. Taking
advantage of the climate of vulnerabiliry
and fear brought about by the horrific
ateacks of 9/11, and che lack of knowledge
on the part of the American public of
fslam's values and civilizadonal contribu-
tions, hardliners embarled on an anti-Islam
campaign to discredit and isolare main-
seream American Muslim organizations.

" Hardliners are engaged in cynical efforss to

undermine the work of mainstream organi-
zaions who have been working for decades
to develop Muslim institurions to nurture
the needs of the growing American Muslim
community, help the communicy integrate
into the larger American society, and pro-
tect the civil rights and liberties of Muslims.
Hardliners are busy in inventing Muslim
organizations whose main missions are ©
toll back American Muslim achievements.

Daniel Pipes, whose whole career is builr on
bashing Muslims and confusing the public
through half truths and innuendos, is yet o
find moderate Muslim arganizations or
leaders. He has accused every Muslim
organization and leader of repure of
extremism, militancy, and radicalism. His
list of militant organizations includes: The
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA),
Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC),
Council of American-Islamic Relarions
{(CAIR), Islamic Circle of North America
(ICNA}, Muslim American Saciery (MAS),
and others. Muslim organizations have for
years been the subject of his atracks and
accusarions. He, most recently, added the
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Muslim bashers can plot and deceive, but they cannot change the facts on the
ground: American Muslims are proud citizens of this country and are intent on
building their lives on the basis of the sublime values of compassion and dignity.

newly founded Progressive Muslim Union
of Noith America (PMUNA) and the
Center for the Study of Islam and
Democracy {CSID) to the list,

Pipes collaborates with a group of off-cen-
rrists that includes David Horowitz,
Kenneth Timmerman, Steve Emerson, and
Steven Schwarz in attacking Islam and
Muslims. The group employs smear tacrics
of "quotes wken our of context, guilt by
association, errors of facr, and innuendo,”
and urilizes neo-conservative publicarions
such as the Daily and Weekly Standards,
National Review, Insight, and Front Page
Magazine, to coordinare their arracks.

Pipes's mean-spirited and bigored arracks
against Muslim organizations came to the
fore a few months ago when he embarked
on a stear campaign against the Center for

the Study of Islam and Democracy (CSID).

Using his leverage as 2. member of the board -

of the Unit_éd States Instirute of Peace
(USIP), he pressed hard to cancel a seminar
the Instture organized joindy wich CSID.
Pipes accused CSID of being "pare of the
militane Islamist lobby,” and contended
thae iv was "well-disguised, and has brought
in all the Islamist crends, giving them a
patent of respecrabiligy.”

After conducting a thorough investigacion

of Pipes's claims, USIP issued a statement -

that brought oue the irresponsible nature of
~ Pipes's artacks. "The Institute was aware of
and rook seriously the aceusations made
against CSID and some of the speakers at
the event," Kay King, the director of
Congressional and Publie Affairs at USIP
"“These allegations were investigated care-
fully with credible privare individuals and
U.S. povernmient agencies,” she went on,
"and found to be without merit. The pub-
lic criticism of CSID and the speakers was
found to be based on quores raken our of
conrext, guile by association, errors of fact,
and innuendo.” Pipes was defiant in the
face of USIP's rebuke, contending thac
"President [George W] Bush appoinced

www.MessageOnline,org

[him] to the USIP board in pare to serve as
a warchdog, against milicanc Islamic
groups.” He was uldmarely pushed out
from the USIP's board as his recess nomi-
nartion was not renewed.”

Failing to isolate Muslim organizacions and
to scare them off; the Anti-Islam campaign
is now resting the ald strategy of divide and
conquer with the Muslim communiny.

Pipes has procured seed funds for a new -

organization whose main mission is to
recruir "moderare Muslims” to undermine
]eacfing Muslim organizations. The Center
for Islamic Pluralism (CIP), led by Steven
Schwartz, who serves as its execurive direc-
tor, was created to serve as "a think tank
that challenges the dominance of American
Muslim life by milicane Islamist groups,”
the Ceénrer's mission statemenr reads.

CIP execudve ditector does show profound

appreciation of Pipes's moral and fnancial

support, and is fully committed 1o his agenda
and completely behold to his jargon. Jim Lobe
states, in a reporr that came ourt a couple of
months ago, that Pipes was "working with
Stephen Schwartz, on 2 new Center for Tslamic
Pluralismn (CIP) whose aims are to 'promate
maderate Islam in the U.S. and globally’ and
'to oppose the influence of militant Lslam,
and, in particular, the Saudi-funded Wahhabi

sect of Jslam, ameng American Muslims, in

the America media, in American educarion ...

and with ULS. governmental bodies.'”

"The 'extremists,’ according o the CIP
proposal, are mainly represented by the
"Wahhabi lobby,' an array of organizations
consisting of CAIR, the Islamie Society of
North America (ISNA), the North
American Islamic Trust (NAIT), the
Muslim Students' Association of the U.S.
and Canada (MSA), the Muslim Public

- Affairs Council (MPAQ), as well as 'secular’

Jgroups, including the Arab-American

Insticuce (AAI) and the American Arab
Anti-Discrimination Commicee (ADC)."

Having failed w0 find moderate Muslims,
Pipes and company is now ready to invent
them. The great irony, though, is thar those
who are busy producing muoderare Muslims
have long time ago moved from the center
to cthe ideological fringes of the American
society. The fact thar they are still able 0
procure funds to finance cheir-hate mon-

" gering business speaks volumes to the deep

seared prejudices agdinst Islam and
Muslims thar lurk among Religious Righe
groups who finance and support both their
public and furtive operations.

The pundits leading che ant-Tslam cam-
paign will concinue their business as usual,

- and are unlikely to be deterred by a limired

exposute of their deception and distortion.
The exposure must be complete. The
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American Muslim Communicy cannot,
however, continue doing business as usual.
It must take responsibility for the fact that
Muslim bashers are exploiting its inabilicy
to miount a strong response to stop those
who are digging under its feer. More specif-
ically, American Muslims must intensify
their effores and take more seriously their
work in che following areas:

: Openlng For
The Cha"engtns Posstlon uf

Execam ie @Im@%@ﬁ'

At ICN/\ Rehef H R
lslamnc Clrcie of North Amenca (iCN/\)

1. Building national institutions and sup-
porting organizarions engaged in building
leadership capacity within the Muslim com-
munity, and defending the rights and digni-
ty of American Muslims.

/\n |mmecllate openlng exlsts at 4 :
|CN/\ Reilef For the posmon DF Executlve D:rector

2. Joining hands with focal and national
arganizations that provide public services,
and channeling ics human and financial
resources to serve the larger American public.

3. Coordinating their activities so as to avoid
duplication and bickering, and to act in uni-
son in face of those who espouse ill-will and
ill-intentions toward Islam and American

Muslims.

Muslim bashers can plot and deceive, but
they cannot change the facts on the ground:
American Muslims are proud citizens of this
country and are intenc on building their lives
on the basis of the sublime values of compas-
sion and dignity. It only takes a direct and
open exposure of the American Muslims'
serious worle, and the vanity of their derrac-
tors, for the deception to dissipate. "Thus
does God show forch truth and vanity. For
the scum disappears like froth cast out; while
that which is for the good of mankind
remains on the earth.” (Qur'an 13:17) A
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